
This week’s community profile: Lakewood 




Ball fore: Ray Piper, left, and Grace Piper, right, Country Club with friends Vilas and Sally Sonntag, 
play a round of golf at McCauslin Brook Golf and all retired and living in Lakewood. 

















Oconto 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

LAKEWOOD — Residents here burst 
with the pride of a new parent when they 
talk about their community. 

There is a natural tendency for resi¬ 
dents to emphasize the assets that make 
Lakewood a popular tourist area. But be- 

_ neath the ve- 

Press-Gazette photos neer of promo- 

by Ken Behrend tion is a solid 

foundation — 
a dedication to community that residents 
say culminates in a quality lifestyle. 

Lakewood is about 70 miles northwest 
of Green Bay in northern Oconto Coun¬ 
ty. A former farming and logging area, it 
is known as a woodland haven for camp¬ 
ers and others looking to escape the rig¬ 
ors of everyday life. 

About 100 small lakes are within a 10- 
mile radius of the community. Larry 
Strecker, district ranger for the Lake- 
wood District of Nicolet National Forest. 

Lakewood is in the middle of the dis¬ 
trict’s pines and hardwoods, he said. 

Residents refuse to discuss the unin¬ 
corporated community of Lakewood as a 
unit separate from the larger town of 
Lakewood, which has a population of 
about 650. They say the area is unified. 

Tourism obviously is a driving eco¬ 
nomic force, but the community offers 
more to permanent residents, they say. 
There are three churches, and a new li¬ 
brary, a winery and golf course. 

Harold and Mavis Winselow. 17801 
M unger Lake Lane, are active in the 
community. They have lived for more 
than two years in an attractive and func¬ 


tional home they designed. 

For 25 years before that, they drove 
from Wauwatosa to spend their week¬ 
ends and summers in Lakewood. Lower 
taxes and cost of living, a low crime rate 
and the view from their lakefront balco¬ 
ny contributed to their decision to retire 
here, the Winselows say. 

They volunteer for numerous projects. 
Harold Winselow describes an honor sys¬ 
tem that ensures the job gets done. 

"If you belong to an organization in 
the big city and you want something 
done you appoint a committee," he says. 
"Here if you want something done some¬ 
one says they’ll do it ... and it gets 
done.” 

It is no mystery to Tug and Avis Flynn 
that tourists flock to Lakewood every 
year to swim, fish. camp, hike and simply 
relax. The Flynns owm Flynn Oil Co., a 
service station on Wisconsin 32. 

Avis Flynn greets customers by name. 
Her husband gives his familiar older cus¬ 
tomers the full-service treatment. 

"If it wouldn't be for the year-round 
people, the businesses wouldn't survive.” 


The Lakewood file 

□ Population: 150 

□ Drive time: People in Lakewood 
must leave to visit a mall or go to a mov¬ 
ie. Residents say common destinations 
are Green Bay, Appleton or Antigo. 

□ Changing times: Lakewood expands 
to meet the needs of the area, residents 
say. Some examples are the expansion 
of Lakewood Super Valu and GEM Heat¬ 
ing and Sheet Metal; the opening of 
Woodland Trail Winery; and construc¬ 
tion of a new Presbyterian church 


Avis says. "We help each other out.” 

Area lakes are populated mostly by 
second homes, with a few resorts. It 
makes for an almost permanent summer 
population. Avis Flynn says. 

"Their kids come to the cottages or 
their nephew will use the cottage," she 
says. "You get to know everybody and 
you're glad to see them." 

Tom Wurzer owns Waubee Lodge. 
18398 Waubee Park Lane. He cited the 
education his son received in the Wa- 
beno School District and the general 
quality of life here as reasons to stay. 

"The pluses are the fact that you don't 
have a lot of the drugs and other prob¬ 
lems here,” he said. "I'm not saving they 
aren't here. They’re just not as preva¬ 
lent.” 

One drawback is a shortage of jobs for 
young people, residents say. 

"Once the kids do become of the age af¬ 
ter high school they have to go to the city 
to get a job,” Wurzer says. Some return if 
they get the chance, he adds. 

■ Next weak: Ephraim in Door County 


Gone fishing: Harold and Mavis 
Winselow, top photo, repair a 
fishing reel outside their retire¬ 
ment home in Lakewood At right 


the faces of Tug and Avis Flynn, 
owners of Flynn Oil Co . reflect in 
the lenses of a rack of 

sunglasses 


Lakes, woods, quality life here 










